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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Outdoor Mass with Fr. Bill Callari 
(1984-97); Fr. Bill McGee (1956-1971) performs one of the 
early baptisms at St. Al's; A group of St. Al's leaders including 
Fr. Dustin Larson at the Evangelical Catholic Conference in 
Madison in 2006; Chapel Rats circa 1980s (Please help us 
identify these people.); St. Al's Choir circa 1990.

The photos are from past generations at St. Al's. If you have any information about 
them, contact Sarah Williams at sarah@mtucatholic.org. Please send us your photos 

from years past. Visit mtucatholic.org/photos to see these photos and more! 

St. Albert the Great University Parish  •  411 MacInnes Drive  •  Houghton, MI 49931  •  www.mtucatholic.org  •  906-482-5530



Greetings from Houghton!  As I type this, it is a CLASSIC Copper Country day, blue skies, cool in the shade, warm in the sun! We’re 
in the midst of our very different summer rhythm: alumni cookouts around the country, budgeting and planning, FOCUS Missionary 
training, etc.

This June I celebrated 10 years of priesthood, and in November I’ll have been serving here at St. Al’s for 6 years! It has been a great 
blessing to serve here since 2013! The Lord has moved to bring us growth and hope through the labors of vibrant student leaders, 
the FOCUS missionaries, and the warm and generous support of many parishioners, alumni, and friends.

I am very excited to share with you in this newsletter the launch of our Multiply the Mission campaign! We are aiming to take 
full advantage of momentum and opportunity that have developed in recent years. Sometimes a campaign is necessary to fix a 
problem, like a leaking roof or a flooding basement. Praise God, this campaign is a proactive step to grow the good things that are 
happening here in the lives of young adults!

Can we together build a ministry that invites more widely, and more deeply impacts the students who respond to that 
invitation?! We have talked in recent issues about FOCUS’ simple phrase, “Win, Build, Send.” It’s all about the “send.” It’s all about 
cooperating with the Holy Spirit such that students don’t just get to know St. Al’s, don’t just encounter the Lord and His Church in 
passing, but so that they might be built up and SENT out into the world ready to be faith-filled and powerful agents of transforma-
tion, conversion, and growth in the mission!

Please read this newsletter prayerfully, and watch for more information coming soon!

PA S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
HA S S E

Yellow Dog Falls hike during 
the Spring 2019 Campus 

Ministry Retreat.

JOIN US DURING MICHIGAN TECH'S ALUMNI REUNION! 

Thursday, August 1  |  6 pm
Cookout on the St. Al's patio followed by a bonfire with s'mores 

mtucatholic.org/houghton



AT ST. AL'S WE STRIVE TO HELP STUDENTS begin to lead and serve. The 
life of a student parish depends on student leadership, which in turn prepares fu-
ture leaders for parishes nationwide. As they go out into the world they are ready 
to lead those around them into a life of discipleship, making a difference in their 
community. This framework of “Win-Build-Send” comes from FOCUS (Fellow-
ship of Catholic University Students). For the past five years St. Al’s has had a team 
of FOCUS missionaries (who are recent college graduates, trained in outreach 
and mentoring) helping with the efforts at the parish.

WIN  means winning students over for Christ and providing them with an op-
portunity for encountering Him. BUILD  refers to building the students up in the 
faith with prayer and catechesis. SEND  is equipping students to go and share 
what they receive with others as servant leaders.

As you can see from the sidebar, there are many ways students learn to become 
leaders at St. Al’s as we build them up and then send them forth into the world.

Kate (Bauer) Hendrick ’16, development coordinator at Mount Tabor Center and 
SPIRITUS in Menasha, Wisconsin, is helping to share the faith with her com-
munity and workplace after graduating from Michigan Tech and leaving St. Al’s.

“I don’t think I would be Catholic anymore if it wasn’t for St. Al’s and FOCUS,” she 
says. “Now, I teach two different religious education classes and lead a small group 
for juniors preparing for confirmation. I run a blog about living our Catholic faith 
in a culture that rejects many of Christ’s teachings. St. Al’s taught me how to be a 
joyful and faithful Catholic.”

To read more, visit mtucatholic.org/news/win and mtucatholic.org/news/build

Win · Build · Send
St. Al's Send Events
Convent Come and See 

Weekends

Finance Council

FOCUS Discipleship

Marriage Preparation

Ministry Leaders (Lectors, Head 
Chapel Rat, House Leaders, 
etc.)

Pastoral Council

Service Opportunities

Seminary Visits

Spiritual Support to Alumni

Summer Networking Events

Vocational Discernment and 
Discernment Retreats

Discernment trip to the Franciscan 
Motherhouse with Sr. Jacqueline; 

friends and alumni gather to celebrate 
Fr. Dustin's ordination to the 

diaconate; Fr. Don Shiroda (1968-
1971) with Rod '73 and Julann Ritter



Ben and Kate Hendrick
Kate, BS Chemical Engineering  |  Ben, BS Mathematics

Favorite St. Al's memory: Being married at 
St. Al’s with Fr. Ben Hasse as celebrant.

“As a convert, my favorite memories are the ones 
where I was able to first participate in the Sacra-
ments,” Ben says. “I was confirmed, received my 
first Holy Communion, I gave my first Confession 
and was married at St. Al's.”

Currently: The couple lives in Appleton, Wis-
consin, attending St. Therese of Lisieux Parish. 
Ben works in IT at Grande Cheese Company. 
Kate is Development Coordinator of Accounts and Grants for the Mount Tabor Cen-
ter. She also is training to become a certified FEMM and teenFEMM Teacher. 

“There are so many opportunities to learn, to pray, to practice an authentically Catholic 
faith,” Kate said. “What's happening at St. Al's is such a different story from what we see 
with most young adults right now.”

“Students experience the privilege of a strong Catholic community and Christ-centered 
friendships,” Ben said. “It's a safe haven of authentic love in a culture full of false idols.”

Visit mtucatholic.org/news/hendrick

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? ST. AL'S VOCATIONS
We connected with some St. Al’s graduates from the past decades to find out what they did after graduating and where 
life has taken them. Here are some of their stories.

Dan LaCroix '18
BS Mechanical Engineering and Materials Sci-
ence and Engineering

Favorite St. Al's memory: Living at St. Al's and 
serving as a Chapel Rat

“It was so cool working for the church. I think we 
called each other into holiness to do things. We 
got each other to Bible Study but we also waxed 
the floor at midnight together. It was service for 
the Church, and the experience was great. At St. 
Al’s there is a lot of spiritual formation. St. Al’s is the place to go. It’s right in the middle of 
campus and students have an opportunity to grow and maintain their faith.”

Currently: Serving a parish internship at Sacred Heart Parish, Hudson, MI 

Dan will enter Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit in fall 2019 for the Diocese of 
Lansing. Dan said God may be calling him to the priesthood. “I don’t know if this is 
what God wants me to do. But I want to go to seminary and find out and be confident 
in God’s will for my life.”

Visit mtucatholic.org/news/dan

Gail Hansen '02
BS Mechanical Engineering

Favorite St. Al's memory: Becoming in-
volved in the music ministry

“Unknown to me, as Fr. Larry processed to 
and from the altar for Mass, he would hear 
me singing. One day, Fr. Larry stopped me 
after Mass to tell me he thought I should 
join the choir. I said I was busy with varsity 
tennis and academics, to which he quickly 
responded, ‘If you make time for God, God 
will make time for you’. I didn’t have an an-
swer for that because I hadn’t been chal-
lenged like that in my faith before, but I im-
mediately knew he was asking me to trust 
in God. I joined music ministry, stayed on 
the tennis team, and graduated with hon-
ors. Fr. Larry was right. Trust in God.”

Currently: Director of Program Man-
agement for Moeller Aerospace which 
specializes in the manufacture of preci-
sion machined components for gas tur-
bine aircraft engines, space programs, 
and power-generation industries. She 
also has worked for Boeing, NASA and 
Ford Motor Company. 

Visit mtucatholic.org/news/gail



Sr. Theresa Marie
Moore '01
BS Civil Engineering

Impact of St. Al's on Theresa: College 
was the first time Sr. Theresa Marie expe-
rienced a vibrant community of Catho-
lics her own age who had chosen to be 
there.

Her advice for anybody discerning 

a vocation? “Daily prayer is very impor-
tant. Make it the first thing you put in your 
schedule every day so that it does not get 
pushed out by a busy schedule. Also, find 
a spiritual director to help guide you and 
give perspective.”

Currently: After working as a structural 
engineer in the bridge and manufac-
tured housing industries for almost 10 
years, Sr. Theresa Marie Moore professed 
her perpetual vows as a sister of the Par-
ish Visitors of Mary Immaculate on Octo-
ber 13, 2018.

Learn more: parishvisitorsisters.org

Visit mtucatholic.org/news/srtheresa

Deacon Tom McClelland '63
BS Metallurgical Engineering

Air Force Officer: 24 years

Tom and his wife, Mary Anne, have been mar-
ried 55 years, have four sons, and 12 grandchil-
dren.

Impact of St. Al's on Deacon Tom: “I arrived on 
campus as a lukewarm Protestant freshman. My 
future wife invited me to Mass. It was pre-Vatican 
II, and the smoke, bells, Latin, and mystery of the 
Mass deeply intrigued me. I wanted to understand more about the Catholic Church, and 
the Catholic chaplain on campus, Fr. Bill McGee, welcomed me to meet with him repeat-
edly over the next 12 months. Thanks to the Holy Spirit, I found my faith, my family, and my 
first career as an Air Force officer for 24 years. God led me through all of this.

Currently: In 2006, Tom was ordained a deacon and serves at St. Ignatius Parish in St. 
Ignace, Michigan.

Visit mtucatholic.org/news/deacontom

Andy Orgovan '81
BS Electrical Engineering

Favorite St. Al's memory:  “From attending my first Renewal Retreat to experiencing 
the holiness, greatness, and healing of God's love before the Blessed Sacrament on Holy 
Thursday, to having the opportunity to pray for, and with other students, confused in their 
faith or struggling in some way, and to participating in Winter Carnival all-nighter's and 
getting warm around the St Al’s fireplace with my friends, St. Al’s was a refuge.”

Currently: Andy and his high school sweetheart, Nora, were married in 1980 at St. Al’s 
by Fr. Tom Wantland. The 
couple have six children: 
Sarah, Peter, Andrew, Eliza-
beth, John Paul, and Beth-
any. They have 16 grand-
children. He is the manager 
of reliability and test engi-
neering for Komatsu Min-
ing Corp. in Milwaukee.

Visit mtucatholic.org/news/
andy

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Are you a priest, religious, permanent deacon, or missionary? 
Did you meet or marry your spouse at St. Al's? Did St. Al's make an impact on your life or career? Send us your stories. We 
will feature stories in the newsletter and on social media. Email Sarah Williams, sarah@mtucatholic.org



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT PARISH has more than five decades of sustained 
growth and success. To continue to properly form future leaders who passionately 
love Jesus and His Church, we must act now. Our opportunity is at hand and there 
is great potential to reach more students and impact them deeply. With your help, 
we can answer the call to invite more students to activities, expand our current 
ministries and programs, and anticipate the needs as the work of St. Al’s continues 
to grow. With your support, we can multiply the mission!

The Multiply the Mission campaign will equip St. Al’s to expand our outreach to 
students. To date, we have received $1,000,208 or 31 percent of the goal in pledges 
toward our goal of pi million: $3,141,592.65. For up-to-date numbers, please visit 
multiplythemission.org

Because of those 
gifts we have 
received, we have 
started construc-
tion on the second 
story to the Chapel 
Rat residence. By adding this space, we will create additional meeting rooms and 
new priest quarters including a guest room for visiting clergy. The 2,000 square 
feet of new space will free up the old residence for centrally-located offices for 
staff. 

This year's FOCUS team (2019-20) includes six missionaries and may grow fur-
ther in January. They lead small group Bible studies and provide one-on-one men-
toring of "student missionaries" who are being prepared to lead Bible studies and 
mentor other students. The expanded team will make possible additional out-
reach to the Greek community, varsity athletes, and graduate students.

Fr. Ben Hasse says that with the campaign, St. Al’s wants to take full advantage 
of the momentum and opportunity that has developed in recent years. “Can we 
build a ministry that invites more widely, and more deeply impacts the students 
who respond to that invitation? I believe that by working all together this is pos-
sible.”

“When I look down on the campus, I think about so many students that we haven’t 
reached yet. It’s a great joy to have hundreds of students here for Mass every Sun-
day and to have close to a thousand students registered here. There’s a lot of in-
volvement. But then I think about well over 7,000 students on this campus and I 
am reminded there are so many more students to reach.”

RAISED SO FAR
$1,000,208 

31% of the goal

TOTAL GOAL
$3,141,592.65

MULTIPLY
THE

MISSION

Second story addition shown in red is under construction; Office renova-
tion shown in green will provide offices for staff.

New FOCUS missionaries joining St. Al's 
this year are Katie Dunbar, Megan St. 
Aubin, and Alex Peters.

πMultiply the Mission
THE CAMPAIGN FOR ST. AL'S



"I remember many wonderful times at St. Al's 
during the time that I was their Bishop. It was 
one of my greatest joys to help shepherd the 
students in the ways of the Lord. It didn’t hurt 
that I am an alumnus of Michigan Tech (‘82 
‘84 Metallurgical and Materials Engineering)! 
I wish them well in their capital campaign and 
also fully support their involvement with FOCUS, 
which has had a profound impact on the mission 
of the parish. St. Al's continues to be a resource 
for future lay leaders in the parishes they move 
to during their careers as well as a resource 
for future men and women searching for their 
respective religious vocations. The Holy Spirit is 
truly alive at St. Al's! 

Most Rev. Alexander K. Sample
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon

Honorary Chair

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
Rhen Hoehn, Development Director, St. Albert the Great, rhen@mtucatholic.org, (906) 482-5530 or multiplythemission.org

This chart shows the details of the Multiply the Mission campaign.
For complete campaign information visit multiplythemission.org

MINISTRY STAFF EXPANSION $315,000.00

Additional FOCUS Missionaries (add two missionaries for three years) $90,000.00

Director of Music and Liturgy (first three years’ cost to parish) $225,000.00

PHYSICAL PLANT EXPANSION & RENOVATION $1,200,000.00

Second Story Addition (relocated priest residence and two new meeting rooms) $522,000.00

Chapel Rat Residence Renovation $142,000.00

Office Renovation $106,000.00

Parish Hall Renovation $269,000.00

Front Entrance Improvements $161,000.00

EVANGELIZATION ENDOWMENT $800,000.00

Permanent income for outreach programs

OPERATIONS & CAMPAIGN EXPENSES $826,592.65

Sustains ministry and operations during public phase of campaign

M U LT I P LY  T H E  M I S S I O N   |   $ 3 , 1 4 1 , 5 9 2 . 6 5

"Ask God how he wishes you to be generous, to help to plant seeds of faith that will yield an eternal harvest."

Most Rev. John F. Doerfler, STD, JCL
Bishop of the Diocese of Marquette

Honorary Chair



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WANT A FREE ST. AL'S T-SHIRT? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/shirt

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG
for more pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

Fr. Dustin had a big f irst Easter Vigi l as a priest. After several years of promising an Easter Vigi l of at least 
three hours, this year we finally delivered. St. Al’s welcomed the fol lowing into the Church during this year’s 

Easter Vigi l: baptized were Jayme Mason, Mychelle Mason, McLane Menting, Ben Steary, and Courtney Meyer; 
receptions into ful l communion were Malary Hiney, Daniel Kestner, and Joshua Golimbieski; and all were 
confirmed. Photo by Zach Smith and shows those who received Easter sacraments and their sponsors.
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